
Several years before moving to Florida I 

had volunteered to be a counselor at one of 

the UCC outdoor summer camps, thatôs 

where I met Sam. Sam was 12 years-old, 

small, wiry, awfully loud and full of more 

energy than ten energizer bunnies. His pas-

sion for playing basketball equaled his en-

ergy level. At camp I had the responsibility 

of taking a group of overactive boys to the 

basketball courtðand I did this fre-

quentlyðhaving them bounce around the 

court was less stressful than having them 

bounce off the wallsðthese particular boys 

werenôt into arts and crafts or quiet time! 
 

 When it came time for us to gather into 

small groups for our Bible study, Sam was 

assigned to my group. As we began our les-

son Sam became agitated and blurted out, 

ñLetôs play basketball.ò ñNot now Sam, itôs 

time for our study.ò ñI donôt want to, itôs 

boring.ò  ñNow Sam, you have plenty of 

time to play basketball, and thatôs because I 

offer to take you and the others to the court, 

sitting on the sideline and watching you 

play is boring for me, but I do it out of con-

sideration for you, and now Iôm asking you 

to respect what is important to me.ò  His 

response was twofold. In all sincerity, but a 

little too melodramatic, he exclaimed, ñYou 

donôt have to sit there and watch, you know, 

you can play!ò And, slithering into his seat 

he whined, ñCome on, you really canôt en-

joy this Bible stuff.ò  ñWell, yes Sam, I 

really do enjoy this Bible stuffðyou may 

find this hard to believe, but Iôm not here for 

the basketball!  ñOkay! Okay,ò he grum-

bled. 
 

 Our scripture lesson was the Emmaus 

story in Lukeôs Gospel.  In light of my dia-

logue with Sam and the fact that we were 

having a difficult time building community 

amongst these youth, this text began to take 

on a new meaning. Normally the focus of 

the Emmaus story is on the recognition of 

Jesus in the act of blessing, breaking, and 

sharing bread, but another key element in 

the story stood out, the discipleôs act of 

hospitality. 
 

What if these disciples hadnôt invited 

Jesus into their conversation? What if they 

had told him to bug off- get lostðor sim-

ply ignored him; heôs such a pest, he asks 

so many questions! And what if they hadnôt 

invited him to stay the night and dine with 

them? Despite the devastation of the events 

that unfolded at Golgotha these distraught 

disciples offered hospitality to a stranger, 

Jesus, the Christ, who would later become 

known to them in the breaking of the bread. 

The Emmaus story made me ponder; can 

one really recognize Jesus if one has never 

walked with him, has never heard the sto-

ries, nor has ever invited Jesus into oneôs 

heart to sup with him as these disciples? 
 

The majority of todayôs youth are not 

sitting in our pews, theyôre not hearing our 

faith stories, and theyôre not present at our 

tables. Proclaiming the gospel to youth is 

no easy task. ñGraceò is a hard sell to youth 

who are so entrenched in a world of 

ñungrace.ò 
 

You want us to believe that God loves 

us unconditionallyðjust the way we are. 

Yaw right! You want us to believe that 

Godôs grace is ñfreeò; we donôt have to do 

anything to earn it. Yaw right! You want us 

to believe that Jesus died for me. Yaw 

right!  No matter how creative and palpable 

I made the gospel message, these youth 

werenôt buying it. 
 

I prayed earnestly that God would show 

me a way to reach these youth, and he did! 

As I began to invite these youth into my 

lived experience of receiving grace I began 
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The following Memorial Gifts have recently been received and we are grateful to  

those who remember friends and loved ones in this manner. 
 

 

THANK YOU GAIL BALLAN 
 

Gail, thank you for all you have done while serving for so many years 
on the Council.  In the post Pastor Carlan years you so graciously 
slipped into being Moderator from being Vice Moderator when Don 
Dust left.   You have so eloquently written Outlook   articles highlight-
ing other leaders of the church.   We will miss you. 
  
In the pre Pastor Carlan era while the church was moving from being 
angry, frustrated, searching, spiritually down to being hopeful, antici-
pating, spiritually uplifed under the guidance of Interim Pastor Robert 
Palin, you were Vice Moderator.  When we were challenged to become 
Open and Accepting you gladly took on the chair of the task force to 
accomplish this.   Without your leadership in that first year and being 
ready for a new pastor, we probably would not have accepted the 
challenge of O & A so quickly.  Thank you so much. 
  
We will hold you in our prayers, our thoughts, and our hearts as you 
face the challenges in your life.   We will look forward to hearing your 
beautiful voice again and welcoming your help sometime in the fu-
ture.  Bless you and your family always.  

 Hazel McElroy 

Marjorie Palokonis 
Pastor Carlan & Jill Helgeson 

John Palokonis 

 

Jean Smith 

Beth Konieorny & Bill Martin 

Dolores Friel 
Pastor Carlan & Jill Helgeson 

 

Bob Maas 
Pastor Carlan & Jill Helgeson  
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CHURCH DIRECTORY (Update)  
 
 

New E-mail Address: 

Kit Fettigðkitfettig@hotmail.com 

 

New Phone Numbers: 

 Ray Gomezð(352) 340-9704 
 

Please make these changes in your  

Pictorial Directory 

 

Did you know that every gift bag for our first time visitors has a small card tied to its han-

dle with a picture and a bible verse on it? When the ñbag ladiesò are assembling and deco-

rating the bags, we talk about the cards, their colors and their meanings and decide on our 

favorites. Itôs a wonderful warm feeling to discuss bible verses. One lady will say, ñI like 

this oneò é  ñTrust the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in 

all your ways acknowledge him, and He will make your paths straight.ò Proverbs 3:5-6.  I 

wonder sometimes what happens to the little cards, and Iôd like to think that they end up in 

wallets, on mirrors or maybe on a desk at work. Maybe the words on the cards make each 

personôs journey a little easier and their heart a little lighter. As one of the cards says, 

ñWhen you need help ask God, when you donôt, thank God.ò   ñSurely goodness and mercy 

shall follow me all the days of my life.ò Psalm 23:6.Every part of the gift bag that we pro-

vide for first time visitors is important and meaningful. We have received sincere thanks 

from some of the recipients and it is a joy to prepare the bags and to know that reaching out 

in Christian fellowship can make a real difference in the lives of others. 

                                                                                                        Lynne Carver, Team Leader 

EVANGELISM 

Finance Update for General Fund  

                              Dec.. 2011             YTD 

   Incomeéééé$  21,870          $ 199,701   

   Expensesééé.$  18,586          $ 221,552   

We Extend our Christian Love and Sympathy  
to the families of Dolores Friel and Ellen Hopler. 

    
   LIBRARY NEWS 
Happy New Year to our Church Fam-

ily!  Now that all the hustle and bustle of the 
holidays is over, itõs time to settle in with a good 
read, or a video from our collection.  A wonder-
ful Bible series of VHS video tapes has been do-
nated and can be found in our library in Fellow-
ship Hall for your viewing pleasure.  Also check 
our book  display in the narthex.  There is no 
due date.  Just sign your name on the card and 
leave it in the basket next to the display, or in 
the library basket on the bookcase.                 

Carol Castagna, Librarian 
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aged woman who doesnôt do contact sports in 90 

degree heat. Sam wasnôt offended, he got it, but I 

soon learned that I too needed to get it. Sam 

played basketball with a heightened frenzy out of 

sheer need. He exclaimed, ñIôm worried, my 

momôs real sick, sheôs in the hospital, she has a 

brain tumor.ò  ñI hope sheôs all right.ò ñI love my 

mom.ò  ñI donôt want anything to happen to her.ò  

ñPlaying basketball makes me feel better-I donôt 

think so much.ò It was the one and only time that 

I ever felt regret that I didnôt play the game, but 

more importantly, because of hospitality I was 

able to hear Samôs story, enter into his suffering, 

and walk with him on his road to Emmaus- 

surely Jesus was there walking with us. 

to see a glimmer of interest.  Openly and honestly I 

shared with them that I too had walked in their 

shoes, I too had struggled with doubts, disbelief and 

despair, and I too knew what it felt like to be scared 

and unsure. But, I also knew what itôs like to have 

been rescued and sustained from these difficult 

times by this wondrous saving grace that comes to 

us in so many unexpected and mysterious ways. It 

was then, in the sharing and witnessing of my own 

faith journey, that I found that they were listening, 

wondering, thinking, and perhaps believing. 

Maybe! If her, why not me? 
 

     After our Bible study I thanked Sam for his hos-

pitality, he had welcomed me into his space, the 

basketball court, but, I had to decline. Iôm a middle-

Continued from page 1ðMy Journey (by Linda Bixby) 

RUMMAGE SALE & OUTDOOR FLEA MARKET  

Friday, March 2nd & Saturday, March 3rd from 8:00 a.m.ð1:00 p.m. 
 

WOW!! Is it really time to have another Rummage Sale? Yes..Yes...Yes.  Our Rummage Sale and Outdoor flea 

market is Friday, March 2nd and Saturday, March 3rd from 8:00 a.m.ð1:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. 

  

This announcement gives you plenty of time to check out your closets, drawers, kitchen cabinets, sheds, garages, 

yards and the entire home for anything you might not want or need.  You can also pass this information on to your 

friends, neighbors and families. 

  

Some of the donations that we would like:  clean clothes in good condition (adult and children), household arti-

cles, kitchenware, dishes, books, magazines, tapes, CDôs, DVDôs, puzzles, games, toys and stuffed animals.  We 

can use shoes, pocketbooks, hats, belts, scarf's and gloves.  Sporting equipment are a big hit too.  Men, check out 

your golf clubs and bagsðmaybe you need new ones.  That old TV, computer, radio, even that ham radio way in 

the back of the shed or garage.  While in thereï get rid of the old tools you donôt use or need.  Sprinkler heads, 

hardware supplies, garden tools also sell good.  Did you or your children out-grow that bike?  Check it out!  La-

dies, donôt forget the linens sell very fast.  Happy house cleaning! 

  

We donôt have room for large appliances or furniture, but we could take small appliances.  Everyone now is look-

ing for good bargains. 

  

Drop off dates at Fellowship Hall is Monday, February 27th thru Thursday, March 1st from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 

noon.  Weôll also have evening times on Tuesday (2/28) and Wednesday (2/29) from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.   In 

conjunction with the Rummage Sale, there will be an Outdoor Flea Market.  Check with your neighbors, friends 

or relatives if they would like to rent a space during this time. 

  

Itôs time for those special words again:  HELPï Yesé..HELP.  Letôs make this a huge success.  A signup sheet 

will be on the bulletin board for all who can help.  Check it out.  ñMANY HANDS MAKE LIGHT WORKò. 
  

Co-chairpersons for this event are Mike & Mimi Dearolf (666-8144) and Annabelle Gibson (556-3202).   

If interested in renting space outside, please contact Pat Castagna (686-4239). 

 THANK YOUééé..THANK YOU 



Page 5 VOLUME 18,  ISSUE 2 

HOW YOU CAN HELP  SAVE OUR PLANET:    
 

Stop Paper Bank Statements 
 

Some banks will pay you a dollar or donate money on your behalf when you cancel 

the monthly paper statements you get in the mail.  If every household took advan-

tage of online bank statements, the month saved could send more than seventeen 

thousand recent high school graduates to a public university for a year. 

Some people are too tired to give you a smile.  Give them one of yours,  

as none needs a smile so much as he who has none to give. 

 

BIRTHDAYS :  
2/3      Marguerite Aspinwall 2/18 Dave Helfers 

2/4 Jan Bastow  2/19 Uta Ake 

2/4 Mike Dearolf  2/19 Eldon Niemann 

2/5 Howard Ellam  2/20 Deb Rafnell 

2/5 Don Frost  2/21 Allen Petrie 

2/6 Shirley Becker  2/23 Pat Castagna 

2/10 Mike DiMuro  2/23 Paul Heltunen 

2/10 Nancy McKenney 2/24 Rich Hackl 

2/12 Mary Bondegard 2/25 Loretta Malaby 

2/14 Rosie Barnsdale 2/28 Charles McManus 

2/15 Virginia Burns  2/28 Pat Musacchia 

2/15 Mimi Dearolf 
 

   WEDDING ANNIVERSARY:  
2/4 Tom & Gwen Mahon 

2/11 Calvin & Andrea Gleason 

FEBRUARY 

Please take a moment to wish those listed a Happy Birthday or Anniversary!!!   If we have missed your  

Birth -date or Anniversary, please contact the church office so we can update our records. 
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Missionary Sunday   is on March  4th  - Worship at 10 AMðOur Missionaries, 
Samuel & Nohemi Pagan, who have served in Jordan and Holy Land and Interna-
tional Center of Bethlehem, will be with us.  A luncheon in Fellowship Hall will fol-
low the service.  More details will be forthcoming in Sunday Bulletins and Mid-week 
Newsletters. 
  

  

Do you ever wonder whether the Back Pack Project is of value or is it helping chil-
dren?  P. J. Winstead, who runs the program for HeartFELT and is on the Board of 
Directors, sent us the following figures for December 2011: 
  

   Total families served in Hernando Counthy - 58 

   Bags packed   -  335 

   Children fed   - 479 

   Meals served   -  2874 

   Cost    -  $1,719.12 

   Cost per meal per child fed   -  60 cents  

  

Many thanks to our teams who on Friday mornings  make the long round trips to 
the two schools here on the west side, to the packing area, and back to the schools 
to drop off the back packs.  The children involved pick up the back packs as they 
leave for home in the afternoon and have food for the week ends.   
  

Hazel McElroy, Chairperson of Mission 
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The Hook- N- Needle Gang meets on 
Wednesday at 12:00 noon.  We are look-
ing for new gang members.  Bring what-
ever youõre working on or learn some-
thing new.  Stop in for a visit and a little 
laughter!  Call Carol Valerio or Jill Hel-
geson for more information. 

The PFLAG  Hernando chapter hold meetings every fourth Monday of every  

month at 7:00 p.m.  Location of meetings is at Spring Hill United Church of Christ 

(Fellowship Hall).  Next Meeting is scheduled for 2/27/12. 

HIV/AIDS/HCV Support Group  
 (Hernando County Red Project)  

meets the 4th Tuesday of each month at  

7:00 p.m. in Davis Hall.  

 

Upcoming Discussion:  
February: Crystal Meth and HIV: a non-  

judgemental educational experience 
 

For more information or questions,  

please contact Ray Gomez at 352-340-9704. 
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  FELLOWSHIP HOST/HOSTESS GUIDELINES 

We suggest that you come to Fellowship Hall 
between 9:00 a.m. and 9:15 a.m. to set up.  
Covering everything with saran wrap, place 
non perishable foods on the serving table.  
 

Clean up  ̧Coffee pots need to be emptied 
and washed.  (Do not immerse pots in wa-
ter).  Everything has to be washed, dried 
and put away.  Tables also have to be 
wiped.  
 

Take the serving tablecloth home, along 
with the towels to wash, bringing them back 
to use the following Sunday.  
 

If mugs are used, instructions for the dish-
washer are posted.  If you use the dish-
washer, it has to be turned on when you 
come into the kitchen after church to heat 
up.  Do not open the door for 15 minutes.  
 

Jean Pawlaczyk is the kitchen coordinator 
and usually is available on a Sunday morn-
ing if you need assistance.  Her phone # is 
684 -4697.  
 

You may be asking what we do with the do-
nations that we receive.  We buy the coffee, 
paper goods, drinks, cream, sugar free 
cookies, a coffee pot when needed and 
other supplies.  The donations received are 
deposited in the Hospitality General ac-
count.  
 

If you have any questions during the week, 
call Jean at the above number or Annabelle 
Gibson at 556 -3202.  

The Hospitality Team  

HOSPITALITY MINISTRY 

 

Thank you to all who signed up to supply altar flowers.  The flowers are ordered by the church 

office and the  florist delivers them on Friday before the Sunday service.  You may take them 

home after the service or they can be  delivered to someone who is homebound.  We  ask for a 

$20 donation to help defray the cost.  The payment can be dropped in the offering plate or sent 

to the church, marked "altar flowers." 

WORSHIP 

The following is a guide for those who 
have signed up for Sunday½s Fellowship 
Hour.  Please keep for future reference.  
 

Bob Taylor, our custodian, will have the 
coffee pots set up and ready to go.  All you 
have to do is plug them around 9:30 a.m. 
before you leave Fellowship Hall for the 
worship hour.  He will also have the table-
cloth on the serving table for you.  If you 
prefer a colored plastic tablecloth, they 
are located in the pantry.  Also in the pan-
try are the small paper plates, napkins and 
cups, also plastic cutlery if you need them.  
We also have coffee mugs and plastic tum-
blers if you prefer to use them.  
 

Our suggestion is to place your cookies, 
cakes, breads or bagels on trays.  They are 
in the bottom cabinet near the door.  If 
you have fruit, bowls are in the same spot.  
Baskets can also be used for crackers, 
chips etc.  They are on the bottom shelf 
under the microwave.  We suggest that 
you bring the fruit and cheese cut up 
ready for serving.  
 

We provide the drinks: water, punch, lem-
onade, iced tea, both sweetened and un-
sweetened which will be in the refrigera-
tor.  Jean usually puts them in pitchers 
ready for serving, which are in the cabinet 
next to the trays.  Ice cubes are not 
needed in the drinks.  
 

We also provide the cream for the coffee 
and sugar free cookies.  
 



SERVING IN FEBRUARY 
 

Deacon of  the Month   Meredith Suld     Head Usher  Roge Mihalus     

          Greeters:   Bob & Joann Edmonds        

Door Greeter &  Offering:     Jeannie Blake, Gwen Mahon,      

            Ushers:    Mike Dearolf, Mimi Dearolf, Mike DiMuro, Robin OôNan   

         Liturgist:   Rev. Donna Ives 

         Acolytes:   To Be Determined   
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Birthday Blessings Give Blessings To All! 
 

Invitation to a Birthday Party! 
 

Dear friends at Spring Hill United Church of Christ. If you have been a mem-
ber of SHUCC for more than a year you likely received a Birthday Blessings 

birthday card to celebrate your big day. This was the card with a special enve-

lope inviting you to make a gift to SHUCC in honor of your birthday and in 

turn support the Endowment Fund. Many of you generously returned your en-

velope with gifts and we thank you! 
 

Last summer the Endowment Committee reassessed the Birthday Blessings pro-

gram and came up with a plan to celebrate our lives and our birthdays, in 

2012. We know you are going to love our new venue for the Birthday Blessings 

program because it involves a party and fellowship with your church family. 
 

Please join us on Sunday February 5, 2012, immediately following the church 
service, in the Fellowship Hall to celebrate your 2012 Birthday! We will be 

serving a delicious lunch, refreshments and birthday cake, and of course singing 

Happy Birthday to each other! 
 

Like all birthdays we are asking you to bring a gift on behalf of your birthday or for all the birthdays in 

your household. You are encouraged to give a gift that reflects every year of life you, or your whole fam-
ily combined, will be celebrating. For example if you turn 35 years on your birthday in 2012 you might 

send $35 to the Endowment Fund, a dollar for every year of your life. The older you get the more you 

send!!! Some people think a dollar for every year is too much and others think it is too little for the gift of 

life they have enjoyed. The guidelines are just guidelines. What is really important is that you do some-

thing to acknowledge your birthday and help us grow the Endowment Fund.  
 

Bring your Birthday Blessings Envelope or any Envelope with your birthday gift for SHUCC to 
the party! 

 

We are recruiting a team of helpers to set up, decorate, make sandwiches and clean up after the party. If 

you would like to help us please call Gail at 352-293-4482 for more info! 
 

From all of us on the Endowment Committee thank you for your anticipated support, and Happy 
Birthday! 

Linda Hamilton, Chair Endowment Committee 


