
I have chosen to attend the Spring Hill 

United Church of Christ - the church home 

where I was made to feel acceptable and 

loved as well as encouraged to pursue full 

time ministry despite my homosexual orien-

tation.  I did grow up in the faith, attending 

a conservative Baptist church as a youth and 

teen. In my teenage years I discovered the 

truth that I was an individual with a homo-

sexual orientation.  After a painful ñcoming 

outò experience to my family and church, I 

felt rejected, worthless, thrown aside and 

unacceptable. The church I attended de-

manded I stop teaching junior church, and 

working with the Christian Service Brigade. 

After that point I wanted nothing to do with 

the church or those that called themselves 

Christians.   
 

After college, I attended various de-

nominational congregations trying to find a 

place where I belonged and trying desper-

ately to find a place to answer the call on 

my life to be a minister, but in each of those 

denominations I was denied ordination due 

to the fact that I am a Christian man with a 

homosexual orientation.  The painful rejec-

tion during my young adult life and contin-

ued rejection by the so called ñBody of 

Christò had a detrimental effect on my life; 

being extremely broken in spirit I elected to 

drown my pain by making worldly choices 

to relieve my emotional pain. Feeling very 

much alone, unloved and worthless to God, 

I sat alone many nights, weeping over bro-

ken dreams to serve Jesus Christ and real-

ized that my life, once vibrant with ambition 

and desire to serve Christ and His Kingdom, 

was making me feel hollow and empty in-

side. This wasnôt a matter of missed oppor-

tunity on my part, but a continued fight for 

my true destiny - my soul's true desire. I had 

been offered many opportunities to serve the 

Lord, but once I was discovered to have a 

homosexual orientation, those opportuni-

ties were snatched away, sometimes even 

violently. These lost opportunities at the 

hands of Christian men and women in 

church leadership led to deep bitterness and 

resentment, causing me many periods of 

self-exile from the love of God.  
 

I wanted so badly to serve Christ, I 

even attended the Exodus program, a pro-

gram that attempts to help gay men and 

women become ñstraightò.  I participated in 

that program for three years. As soon as I 

learned that Exodus wasnôt working, I was 

again rejected by my previous church.    
 

So, I was one rejected! And being re-

jected, I started acting like one rejected. I 

looked to the world for solutions to my 

painful, hollow, worthless existence. Alco-

hol abuse, crack cocaine, and promiscuous 

living became my balm. Unfortunately, I 

discovered quite quickly that the worldôs 

solutions make great promises, but can 

never deliver. It was all just an illusion of 

the intimacy I was seeking, and I was left 

more broken, more hopeless, and experi-

enced deeper despair. I came to understand 

that the darkness of sightless eyes was not 

as intense as the despair of the soul of one 

who is discarded.  Not only did I not find 

the peace I was seeking, but I lost all my 

worldly possessions and relationships as 

well. Loneliness and the feeling of being 

unwanted is the most terrible poverty.  
 

Over the past 11 years I have discov-

ered that I am indeed an Individual of Sa-

cred Worth and Importance!  I have 

learned that through the sacrificial death of 

Jesus Christ, I am one beloved by God, for-

given of my past sins and one called to de-

liver the unquenchable love of God to a 

hurting, broken world - to others who have 

been horribly mistreated by other Chris-

tians   because  of  their  sexual orientation,  

4244 Mariner Boulevard 

Spring Hill, FL  34609 
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I have been writing this column to honor some of our outstanding members.   I wish I could have gotten to all 

of you because there are many more who deserve to be recognized.:The Mihaluses, the Fates, Marty our Ad-

ministrative Assistant, the Raymonds, Betty  Kleusner,  to name just a few. But, as you know from my last col-

umn, I have resigned as Moderator and will no longer have a Moderator's Corner to write for.  I am sad that I 

am leaving this position as I found it quite rewarding. Working with the Executive Team and the Council, go-

ing to the meetings and working with all the wonderful volunteers on the Teams.  What a wonderful group of 

people we have in our church family and on our staff.  It made my life full and exciting.  I am sorry that I will 

not be able to serve that way in the coming year.  Between health, family and financial issues, it has become 

impossible to stay on.  However, as I said last time, I have a few projects in mind and maybe next year I will 

be able to serve on one of those wonderful Teams I mentioned before.   It might even be possible to get an-

other corner in the Outlook to continue my  thanks to the wonderful people in our church. At this time, I just 

want to wish all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  I love you all. Below is a list of the people who 

have served this year with me. To them I give a special Thanks. 
 

Team Leaders:  Pastor Carlan, Annabelle Gibson, Gwen Mahon, Mike Hill, Dick Mattson, Mike Devore,   

Elma Adams, Lynne Carver, Sue Mattson, Pat Scott, Marty Hodgkins, Hazel McElroy, Marylou Pulliam,    

Meredith Suld, Al Thompson, Linda Hamilton, Gloria Bulau, Jean Pawlaczyk, Joann Edmonds and their 

Teams: 
 

 Ministerial - Rev. Dr. Carlan Helgeson, Rev. Dr. Daniel Horn, Rev. Anthony D'Angelo and   

 Rev. Jacquie Lewis 

 Endowment - Richard Hackl, Dave Malaby, George Bulau, Gail Calvi-MacConnell 

 Nominating - Roge Mihalus, Al Thompson, Carol Valerio, Carol Castagna   

 Diaconate - Carol Castagna, Marty Kosztyo, LaRetta Thompson  Ellen Niemann 

 Evangelism - Gail Smith, Kristy Cook, Gwen Mahon, Gail King. Shannon  Herzog, Audrey B. Wild,        

 Sylvia Chapman Debby DiPasquale 

 Faith Formation - Gloria Bulau , Marty Hodgkins, Annabelle Gibson, Sylvia Chapman 

 Hospitality - Rosie Barnsdale ,Judith Dascenzo, Fran Dubois, Kathy Fate, Annabelle Gibson, Addy Hackl, 

 Martha Herbert, Sue Hill, Priscilla Jackson, Carol Maas, Sue Mattson, Cleta Wheeler 

 Mission - Fran Dubois, Sue and Dick Mattson, Annabelle Gibson Sheron Herzog, Cindy McElroy,        

 Nancy McKenney, Jean Pawleczyk, MaryAnna Purello,  Carol Maas 

 Disaster - Beverly Stephens, Kermit Jackson, Al Thompson 

 Building and Grounds - Al Thompson, Jerry Malseed, Gary Day and all the others that helped Al and Dick 

 Social Justice  - Sherrie Raymond, Addy Hackl, Dolores Peers, Karen & Linda Schrader, Dennis Brown 

 ing, Ed Lewis, Rita VanBeuren, Jan Thayer, Bill Coleman, Mark Devore, Pastor Carlan, Charlotte Graham 

 Worship - Marlene Mihalus, Gail King, Andrea Gleason, Kathy Hackemer, Paulette Hess, Andrea Gleason, 

 Judith Dascenzo 

 Staff - Marty Daly, Bob Taylor, Wayne Raymond and helpers (Carol King, Judy Barker, Kathy Hacke-

 mer, Audrey B. Wild, Betty Kleusner, George Bulau)  

 The Choir - .Judy Barker, Kathy Hackemer, Andrea Gleason 

 Counters - Eldon Niemann, Paul Fate,  

 Sound - Otto Saalborn, Joe DiPasquale 

 Miscellaneous - Kit Fettig, Larry and Pina Krizan, Marian Martin, Bruce and Cindy McElroy, Rog Miha

 lus, Deb and Bruce Rafnell, Amy and Allen Petrie, Jan Thayer, Carol Valerio, Kevin and Kimberly West. 

 Linda Bixby 
 

I hope I haven't left anyone out because I am truly amazed at the amount of work and love that all these people 

give to our church  and I want  to thank them all so if  I missed your name, please forgive me but a special 

thanks to you.                                                                                                                    Gail Ballan, Moderator 

MODERATOR½S CORNER 
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CHURCH DIRECTORY (Update)  
 
 

New E-mail Address: 

   Mark Devoreðmdevore928@gmail.com 

 

New Phone Numbers: 

   Charles/Luetta Hallð(217) 653-7685 

   Peter/Jan Bastowð(352) 600-8014  
 

Please make these changes in your  

Pictorial Directory 

 

A New Year, a new hope, and a heart that feels as though anything is possible! We can re-

flect on what is behind us and know that for all that is past there are new experiences in store 

during the coming year. One thing we can count on is new people coming to worship with us 

on Sunday morning who have never been to our church before. There were over 200 people 

who visited our church in 2011, and we were able to provide every one with a welcoming 

gift bag to help them understand what Spring Hill United Church of Christ stands for and 

does for our community. Many of those first time visitors return to us and provide us with an 

ongoing opportunity to share our Christian hearts of loving welcome. If any of us sees some-

one new sitting in the congregation, letôs all remember to extend a warm welcome and an 

invitation to join us for fellowship hour. We are so blessed to belong to a warm and welcom-

ing, open and affirming church, why not spread the joy of this blessing during the New 

Year?                                                                                              Lynne Carver, Team Leader  

EVANGELISM 

Finance Update for General Fund  

                              Nov. 2011             YTD 

   Incomeééé$  18,112        $  177,831 

   Expenseséé.$  17,856        $  202,966 

Continued from page 1ðMy Journey (by Ray Gomez) 
 

addictions, or other vices. I believe the repercussions of my past choices, in hindsight, have been a tremendous 

blessing to me. It has developed and refined my character, empathy and compassion for others.  
 

In these past 11 years I have recovered from crack addiction and alcohol abuse. I have found my home 

in the UCC and am blessed that the UCC allows me to be fully myself and fully Christian, and gives me the 

opportunity to minister to a hurting and broken community. I get to minister the incredible love of God to ad-

dicts, sex workers, those with HIV/AIDS, the homeless and down trodden. I look back on the painful past and 

realize that God was grooming me to interact with many people that other Christians wouldnôt dream of minis-

tering too. That is the biggest blessing of all. Thank you all for welcoming me into your church family! 

    
   LIBRARY NEWS 
 

Happy New Year to our Church Family!  Now 
that all the hustle and bustle of the holidays is 
over, itõs time to settle in with a good read, or a 
video from our collection.  A wonderful Bible 
series of VHS video tapes has been donated and 
can be found in our library in Fellowship Hall 
for your viewing pleasure.  Also check our book  
display in the narthex.  There is no due date.  
Just sign your name on the card and leave it in 
the basket next to the display, or in the library 
basket on the bookcase.                 

Carol Castagna, Librarian 
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things to serve the church and community, I 

am grateful to God for the opportunity to 

be of assistance and realize that my church 

involvement provides me with a sense of 

purpose and meaning and allows me to give 

to others which is essential for my sense of 

well-being.  

 

To a casual observer, it may seem like dif-

ferent priorities, because I no longer carry a 

briefcase or dress for a professional office, 

but in my heart I know that the greatest dif-

ference is only the amount of time and en-

ergy I now have to serve the Lord in any 

way possible and to be a part of a loving 

church family.  I used to work at a job and 

tried to serve the public in the best way I 

knew how; with retirement I am free to de-

vote many more hours to serving God and 

the children of God, by being actively in-

volved with my church. It is a deep and 

treasured blessing to belong to the Spring 

Hill United Church of Christ.   

Lynne Carver 

When I was working, I used to prepare for 

the day by setting everything I would need 

on the kitchen table; my lunch, my papers, 

my briefcase, and anything else that would 

be necessary. I drove an hour each way to 

get to work so there was no going back for 

something if I forgot it. Today, retired, I 

have different routines and different priori-

ties. These days, when I prepare for the day, 

I set things on a counter in the kitchen and 

what I have there is varied in nature but not 

in purpose. I have a used ink cartridge that I 

can drop off for recycling, a ñbox top for 

educationò that I will put in the envelope on 

the bulletin board to help finance supplies 

for the kids in school, a revised list of choir 

members and their assigned music and robes 

numbers to copy and distribute at rehearsal 

Wednesday, a pair of sneakers for the ñshoes 

for kids projectò, a bag of canned goods for 

the food bin for the needy, and partially 

filled gift bags for the first time visitors that 

will be at service Sunday morning. On any 

given day of the week, as I assemble those 

GUARDIAN AD LITEM:  Do you want to make a difference in a childôs life and, selfishly, in your own life?  
Then consider becoming a Guardian ad Litem.  It takes very little to join this most valuable program; love of 
children, time, talent, and basic computer knowledge.  Weôll do all the restðtraining is provided by the program.   
For further information contact: www.GuardianadLitem.org.  You may also call (352) 754-4226 or ask your fel-

low church member, Gail Calvi-MacConnell, how she feels about our program; itôs a very rewarding experience. 

Life is a voyage; the human soul a ship.  The uncharted seas of the New Year lie 

before us.  It will not be all calm seas and sunny skies.  There will also be shoals 

and reefs and storms.  What a comfort it is, when the shoals of temptation  

threaten, the reefs of trouble rise, and the storms of sorrow surround us, to know 

that Jesus is the Captain of our souls and His Word the chart of our voyage. 
W.F. Wilk 

DIFFERENT PRIORITIES 
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Please take a moment to wish those listed a Happy Birthday or Anniversary!!! 

 If we have missed your Birth-date or Anniversary, please 

contact the church office so we can update our records. 

 

BIRTHDAYS :  
 

1/1 Bob Gibson 1/15 Polly Yaguchi 

1/1 Alan Thompson 1/17 Brad Ellis 

1/3 Lynda Spaulding 1/21 Sally Kurrelmeyer 

1/3 Cheryl White 1/23 Loree Rose 

1/9 Larry Krizan 1/24 Maxine Ney 

1/11 Larry Spaulding 1/24 Brian Smith 

1/12 Carol King 1/24 Kevin West 

1/12 Pina Krizan 1/29 Magda Martin 

 1/14 Bob Barnsdale 1/29 Bob Van Horn 

1/14 Helen DôAngelo 
    

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY:  
 

1/9 Don & Thurza Frost  

1/11 Ken & Maureen Pietarinen 

1/21 Jerry & Diane Malseed 

1/23 Pat & Carol Castagna 

1/23 Dick & Linda Bixby 

1/23 Gary & Marty Daly 

JANUARY  

Get Into Your Bible in 2012:  We encourage you to 

spend 100 days reading thru select Bible passages in the 

Old & New Testaments, listed in the Bible Reading plan 

(attached in this newsletter e-mail or enclosed in the hard 

copy of the newsletter).  Bible reading plans are also 

available at the church. 
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 SINCERE THANKS TO ñGIVING TREEò SUPPORTERS 
 

The Missions Team would like to thank Linda Bixby for her excellent leadership with the 

Giving Tree Gifts.  Her organization and planning made this project a total success.  Thank 

you also to all of you wonderful members and friends.  Because you so generously opened 

your hearts and your wallets in response to the Giving Tree program we were able to provide 

a special Christmas for nineteen families within Hernando County.  We received a total num-

ber of 165 gifts, forty-nine children received two or more presents, and the forty-five children 

who requested shoes each received a pair of sneakers. In addition, nineteen gift cards were 

given to the parents. 

 

These are stressful economic times for all of us; yet you, once again, have faithfully demon-

strated the true meaning of the season; your outpouring of love and support for our brothers 

and sisters in need is a powerful testimony that God is indeed in this place; that Godôs love is 

always reaching outward, shining into the darkness of so many shattered lives, lost dreams, 

and the brokenness of living in poverty.   You made their Christmas brighter! 

         

Heartfelt Thanks,  Sue Matteson and Linda Bixby 
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The Hook- N- Needle Gang meets on 
Wednesday at 12:00 noon.  We are look-
ing for new gang members.  Bring what-
ever youõre working on or learn some-
thing new.  Stop in for a visit and a little 
laughter!  Call Carol Valerio or Jill Hel-
geson for more information. 

The PFLAG Hernando chapter hold meetings every fourth Monday of every month at  

7:00 p.m.  Location of meetings is at Spring Hill United Church of Christ (Fellowship Hall).   

Next Meeting is scheduled for 1/23/12 

HIV/AIDS/HCV Support Group  
 (Hernando County Red Project)  

meets the 4th Tuesday of each month at  

7:00 p.m.  Davis Hall.  

Upcoming Discussion Topics:  
January: Medication Adherence: 

  Whatôs Important and Why? 

February: Crystal Meth and HIV: a non-  

  judgemental educational experience 
 

For more information or questions, please contact 

Ray Gomez at 352-263-1158. 

A Cookie Thank You:  Thanks to the excellent bakers who contributed generously to the 
Cookie Walk, we collected approximately $1,035 for the cookies.  That translates to over 
200 pounds of cookies!  This amount has been included in the total profits of the bazaar.  
We also could not have achieved this without the support of everyone who bought our 
delicious cookies.  Thank you!  Thank you!  Please bring back your clean containers at 
anytime so that they may be used again.  There will be a box in the narthex to put them 
in. 

Sue Mattson  
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Our Team members this past year were: Rosie 

Barnsdale, Judith Dascenzo, Fran Dubois, Anna-

belle Gibson, Addy Hackl, Martha Herbert, Sue 

Hill. Carol Maas, Sue Mattson, Jean Pawlaczyk, 

Cleta Wheeler and myself.  This team was in my 

prayers every day while I was away.  I just wanted 

to let you know they are my friends and I LOVE  

(one more word) them.   If you would like to be 

part of this great team or participate in any special 

events PLEASE just give us a call.  We are hard 

workers but we have FUN.  I think I covered all the 

teamôs favorite words. 
 

Some of our 2012 coming events: 

Jan. 8thðSIGN UP SHEET SUNDAY 
      Hospitality will host Fellowship Hour 

Jan. 19thðGAME DAY  we will be starting 

 up again, in Fellowship Hall from 1:00 p.m. ï 

 4:00 p.m.  Bring a friend. All are welcomed. 

 Snacks are provided.  Have FUN! 
Jan. 29th- POT LUCK SUPPER  following  

 ANNUAL CONGREGATINAL MEETING 
 Second Hand Rose will be visiting us again in 

 January and February 
                            

There will be more scheduled dates in months to 

follow as soon as they are finalized.  It will be a 

busy 2012. 

WITH ALL MY LOVE AND  

GOD BLESS YOU ALL 

Marylou Pulliam, Co-Chairperson 

HOSPITALITY MINISTRY 

 

 

Once again we want to thank all of you who so willingly agreed to be ushers, greeters, acolytes and 

liturgists when Gail called.  You are an integral part of the worship services here at Spring Hill UCC.  

Can you imagine what it would be like without you? We also want to thank all of you who helped with 

decorations in the sanctuary throughout the year.  The altar flowers each Sunday are so beautiful and we 

always have a huge response when we order flowers for special occasions. We are so blessed to worship 

in such a warm, caring congregation. 
 

Best wishes to all for a blessed New Year from the Worship Team: Roge Mihalus (Head Usher), Elma 

Adams, Marlene Mihalus, Gail King, Kathy Hackemer, Paulette Hess, Andrea Gleason, Loretta Malaby 

and Judith Dascenzo. 

WORSHIP 

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO EVERYONE!   

Looking forward to a wonderful New Year with 

Joy and Love as we serve the Lord. 
 

I am very glad and blessed to be able to write my 

first Outlook article in seven long months. I am 

BACK HOME.  I will say again THANK YOU (I 

still have my favorite words) for all your cards, 

letters, and e-mails, your Love and of course your 

PRAYERS. 
 

We have a few new changes this year for the Hos-

pitality Ministry Team, Annabelle Gibson has 

graciously accepted being Co-Chairperson with 

me and Jean Pawlaczyk  has accepted the respon-

sibility of organizing Fellowship Hour.  All this 

means is that we still need  HELP  (another favor-

ite word).   This is going to make 2012 a more 

exciting year.   
 

The many Fund Raising Events in 2011 were very 

successful. With the Spring and Fall Rummage 

Sales, Fashion Show, Octoberfest and the Christ-

mas Bazaar and Cookie Walk and with all your 

HELP (another word), we were able to give 

$10,000.00 to the General Operating Fund and 

$1,000.00 to the new Kitchen Fund.  This was all 

possible because so many of our Church Family 

said YES (one more word) every time we needed 

HELP.  The breakdown for these events will be in 

the Annual Report. 



SERVING IN JANUARY 
 

Deacon of  the Month    
Meredith Suld 

 

Head Usher 
Roge Mihalus     

 

Greeters 
Walt & Marilyn Wiwczar  

 

Door Greeter &  Offering 
 Helen DôAngelo 

 Kathy Hackemer 
        

Ushers   
August Dascenzo, Don MacConnell, 

Gail MacConnell, Beverly Stephens    
 

Liturgist 
Lynne Carver 

 

Acolytes 

   Lucas McKnight 

Copies of Pastor Carlansô sermons are available on the literature rack in hallway. 
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Midweek News 
 

Pastor Carlan sends, via e-mail, up-to-

date church  news and information. If 

you have an e-mail address and would 

like to be included in his weekly distribu-

tion, please put your e-mail address on 

the Registration pad or contact the 

church office at 683-4870.  For those  

without e-mail, copies are available at 

the back of the Sanctuary.   

 
 

 
 

The following Memorial Gifts have recently been 

received and we are grateful to those who  

remember friends and loved ones in this manner. 

Priscilla Jackson 
Stained Glass Fund 

John & Sylvia Chapman 

August & Judith Dascenzo 

Gwen Mahon 

Family of Priscilla Jackson 

Ron & Margaret Weaver 
 

Bob Maas 
Edward Sousel 

 

Marjorie Palokonis 

Elma Adams 
Stained Glass Fund 

August & Judith Dascenzo 

HOW YOU CAN HELP   

SAVE OUR PLANET:    

Go Vegetarian Once a Week 
One less meat-based meal a week helps the 

planet and your diet.  For example: It requires 

2,500 gallons of water to produce one pound 

of beef. You will also save some trees.  For 

each hamburger that originated from animals 

raised on rainforest land, approximately 55 

square feet of forest have been destroyed. 

Joyous Voices ï On Monday, December 19, a record number of people 

from our church went Christmas carolingð30 people in 6 cars serenaded 

Dolores Friel and Ruth Knigga in their homes and then visited June 

Woodring at Forest Oaks, where we sang to June and several residents in 

the lobby. It was heartwarming for the choir members and friends to be 

able to share our Christmas spirit! Many thanks to all who participated in 

this memorable event.                                                           Lynne Carver 



 

 The Prayer Shawl Ministry continues to be a 

source of inspiration for those who make them, for 

us who present them, and for the delighted recipi-

ents.  Now that we are well supplied with shawls the 

knitters have been making caps for Pastor Carlan to 

give to the homeless.  We are indebted to those who 

participate in this outreach to the community. 
 

 Following the recent successful cookie walk, the 

committee prepared 14 packages of cookies which 

were delivered to shut-ins.   
 

 Transportation to the Christmas Eve service has 

been offered by the diaconate to those requesting it. 
 

 A more informal way of receiving Holy Com-

munion will be offered on Christmas Sunday, De-

cember 25.  People will come forward to one of 

three stations to receive the elements and return to 

their seats.  Those unable to come forward will be 

served in the pews. 
 

 Any person desiring to receive Communion at 

home is asked to contact the church office to make 

arrangements. 
 

 The next celebration of Holy Communion will be 

on Ash Wednesday, February 22, 2012.  
 

 You are encouraged to pray for those named in 

each Sunday bulletin.  You may activate the prayer 

chains by calling Ellen Niemann at 686-3906.  

Please notify the church office in cases of illness or 

other need. 
 

 Copies of ñThe Upper Roomò devotional booklet 

for January-February in either regular or large print 

are available in the narthex hallway literature rack. 
 

 January 2012 marks the conclusion of my term 

as leader of the diaconate.  I am grateful for the 

privilege of serving in this capacity and for the faith-

ful dedication of the deacons who have shared in our 

various responsibilities.  Thank you to Bruce Rafnell 

for baking the communion bread in recent months.    

You are all encouraged to share in supporting the 

ongoing work of this vital ministry. 
 

Following is an excerpt from Sermons, by Peter Go-

mes: 
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DIACONATE MINISTRY 

ñSo here we are, called to begin where we left 

off and yet to make a new beginning.  It is an old 

choice and a new chance for us and for the 

world.  Christmas and creation are part of the 

same process of God; they have everything to do 

with one another, they each speak of loving pur-

pose and renewed hopes, and is it not cause for 

joy that our gospel, the good news for which we 

seek, is a gospel of second chances, new oppor-

tunities to claim the love of the Father, new op-

portunities to share and express that love in the 

world, new opportunities to discover who we are 

and what we can become in Christ?  The routine 

beckons, the familiar haunts require our attention 

and our presence, and before too long the mem-

ory of this holy time will disappear and be 

packed away with the paraphernalia of the sea-

son; and yet by Godôs grace we will be open to 

his most remarkable grace and surprise in the 

world. 

 

The world will not change until and unless we 

change; the spirit of Christmas cannot be borne 

out into the cold January air unless we are borne 

out by it and indeed born again by it.  We may, 

we must, return from whence we came, but we 

need not return as the same tired creatures, care-

worn and spirit-lost, for we have seen wonderful 

things that have come to pass, and strange and 

mighty sights that will never let us look at the 

skies in quite the same manner as before.  Every 

baby that comes into the world, every man and 

woman born of woman is no longer the same old 

flesh but a promise and token of Christ, and to 

deny them is to once again deny him room, while 

to love and cherish them is to receive a new 

Christ in each of our lives and worlds.  

 

Christôs presence has hallowed all that we are 

and every place that we are, and by his grace the 

world and we can never be quite the same again.  

Therefore, we begin again, that in leaving the 

manger we may embrace the world for his sake 

and for ours.ò     

 

May Christôs Spirit dwell in you richly,   

Meredith Suld, Team Leader 

 



Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat  

1     New Yearõs Day 
8:00 am-Destiny Baptist 
(DH) 
 

10:00 amñWorship 
 
 
1:00 pm-Bridge of Hope 
(DH) 

 
 
 

2    Office Closed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 pm-Al-A-Non (DH) 

3 
 

10:00 am ïWomen at the 
Well Study Group (SS) 
 
4:00 pm-AA Group (DH) 

1:00 pm-Bridge of Hope 
(DH) 

7:00 pm-Puppet Practice
(FH) 

 
 

4 
10:15 Bell  Practice 
12:00ðHook-n-Ndle 
Gang 
 
 
 
4:30pm-Child. Choir 
5:30 pm-Choir Practice 
7:00 pmðBridge of 
Hope (DH)  

5 

 
 
 
 
 
 

6     
 
ANNUAL REPORTS 

DUE 
 
 
 
 
6:30 pm ïAA Mtg. (DH) 
8:30 pm ïNA Mtg. (DH) 

7 
 

10:00 am-
Undecorating Sanc-
tuary 
 
 

8       Food Sunday 
 

8:00 am-Destiny Baptist 
(DH) 
 

10:00 amñWorship 
11:45 am-Social Justice 
Team Meeting 
 
 
1:00 pm-Bridge of Hope 
(DH) 

 

9   
9:00ðSH Art League
(DH) 

 
10:00 amï Missions 
Mtg. (FH) 
 
 
. 
 
7:00 pm-Al-A-Non (DH) 

10    
9:00 am-Meyer-Wolter 
Task Force Mtg. 
10:00 am-Endowment  
10:00 am ïWomen at the 
Well Study Group (SS) 
4:00 pm-AA Group (DH) 

4:30 pm-Diaconate Mtg. 
7:00 pm-Exec. Team   
7:00 pm-Puppet Practice
(FH) 
      

11   
10:15 Bell Practice 
11:30am-Worship Mtg. 
12:00ðHook-n-Ndle 
Gang 
  
4:30pm-Child. Choir 
5:30 pm-Choir Practice 
7:00 pmðBridge of 
Hope (DH)  

12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

13 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30 pm ïAA Mtg. (DH) 
6:30 pmï Bahaôis Faith  
  (FH) 

8:30 pm ïNA Mtg. (DH) 

14 
 
 
 

15 
 
8:00 am-Destiny Baptist  

(DH) 
 

10:00 amñWorship 
 
1:00 pm-Bridge of Hope 
(DH) 

 
 

16  Office Closed 
9:00ðSH Art League 
(DH) 
 

10:30 amï Hospitality 
Mtg. (FH) 
 
 
 
 
6:30 pmðSH Art League 
(FH) 
7:00 pm-Al-A-Non (DH) 

17 
 
10:00 am ïWomen at the 
Well Study Group (SS) 
 

 
4:00 pm-AA Group (DH) 

 
6:00 pm-Alpha Gamma 
Lambda (FH Lib) 
 
 

18 
10:15 Bell  Practice 
12:00ðHook-n-Ndle 
Gang 
 
 
 
 
4:30pm-Child. Choir 
5:30 pm-Choir Practice 
7:00 pmðBridge of 
Hope (DH)  

19 
 
 Outlook Articles 

Due 
 
 
1:00 pm-Game Day 
(FH) 
 
 
 
 

20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30 pm ïAA Mtg. (DH) 
8:30 pm ïNA Mtg. (DH) 

21 
 
10:00 am Happy  
   Wanderers (FH) 
 
 
 

22 

  
8:00 am-Destiny Baptist  

(DH) 
 

10:00 amñWorship 
 
 
1:00 pm-Bridge of Hope 
(DH) 

23 
 

9:00ðSH Art League
(DH) 
 

10:00 amï Hospitality 
Mtg. (FH) 
 

7:00 pm-Al-A-Non (DH) 
 

7:00 pm-PFLAG Mtg. 
(FH) 

24 
10:00 am ïWomen at the 
Well Study Group (SS) 
 

 
4:00 pm-AA Group (DH) 

7:00 pm-Puppet Practice
(FH) 
7:00 pm-HIV/AIDS/HCV 
Support Group (DH) 
 

25 
10:15 Bell  Practice 
12:00ðHook-n-Ndle 
Gang 
 
4:30pm-Child .Choir 
5:30 pm-Choir Practice 
 
7:00 pmðBridge of 
Hope (DH)  

26  

 
9:30 amï Outlook 
Helpers Meet 
 
  

27 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30 pm ïAA Mtg. (DH) 
8:30 pm ïNA Mtg. (DH) 
 
 

28 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 29 

 
8:00 am-Destiny Baptist 
(DH) 

10:00 amñWorship-
Annual Congregational 
MeetingñCovered dish 
luncheon to follow 
 
1:00 pm-Bridge of Hope 
(DH) 

30 
 
9:00ðSH Art League
(DH) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 pm-Al-A-Non (DH) 

31 

10:00 am ïWomen at the 
Well Study Group (SS) 

 
 
4:00 pm-AA Group (DH) 

 
7:00 pm-Puppet Practice
(FH) 
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Spring Hill United  

Church of 

2012  

4244 Mariner Boulevard. Spring Hill, FL  

 352-683-4870 Å office@shucc.org 

www.shucc.org 

If you have a request for our Prayer 

Chain, please call Ellen Niemann  

at 686-3906 or Maxine Calise at  

556-4593. 


