
Dear Family of faith, 
 

 Patience is a virtue, and Iôve lost mine! 

Lately Iôve been talking a lot more to the driv-

ers ahead of me on the roadðnot that they can 

hear me, of course; but it makes me feel better 

to yell and call them names from the safety of 

my car. I have my own private road rage epi-

sodes when slow drivers pull out in front of me 

on a state highway and proceed to drive twenty 

miles under the speed limitéor when someone 

with a cell phone stuck to his ear gets in the 

passing lane on the Suncoast tollway and pre-

vents me from getting around the trafficéor 

when a driver speeds up just when Iôm passing, 

forcing me to óplay chickenô on the road. 

Whatôs a nice Christian pastor to do when my 

thoughts arenôt very nice and my silent vo-

cabulary isnôt very Christian? 
 

 I also get frustrated with people who donôt 

seem to want to get out of the ruts they are 

inðpeople who seem to delight in being able 

to complain about life yet refuse to accept ad-

vice that would help them move on to better 

days. Iôve also lost my patience with politicians 

who continue to rob from the poor to keep the 

rich richer, with educated people who pretend 

that environmental scientists donôt know what 

theyôre talking about when it comes to global 

warming and pollution, and with church-going 

people who continue to use culture-based bibli-

cal mandates from thousands of years ago to 

reject and abuse people today. Iôve lost my pa-

tience with an electorate that seems to choose 

its leaders based not on the ability to govern, 

but on whether or not they agree with a par-

ticular religious persuasion and follow certain 

personal preferencesðand that only when itôs 

convenient! Iôve lost my patience with insur-

ance companies that have the right to drop your 

coverage when you actually want to claim 

what is legally yours, with drug companies that 

charge exorbitant prices for medicines that take 

pennies to produce, and with oil companies 

that  make  billions  of  dollars in profit and yet  

 
whine about losing subsidies from the govern-

ment.  Yes, if patience is a virtue, then Iôve lost 

my virtue.  Whatôs a body to do? 

 

   Whenever I get into a funk about something, 

I look to Jesus for answers. Itôs not that Jesus 

never lost his patienceðhe did once when the 

vendors in the temple turned the prayer area for 

the Gentiles into a three-ring circus with their 

business ventures. Yet mostly Jesus went about 

the countryside seeming very calm and unrattled 

by the turmoil around him. What was his secret? 

For one thing, Jesus never seemed to be in a 

hurry. He never had a watch or a schedule to fol-

low. He knew what he wanted to do and where 

he wanted to go, but he never set deadlines and 

appointments. My road rage episodes are usually 

related to being in a hurry to get somewhere. It 

comes down to planning. I need to stop over-

booking and double-booking my time and leave 

more ñbreathing spaceò in between my activities. 

As far as the political and social issues of his 

day, Jesus refused to be drawn into such debates. 

He cared about the people who needed his love 

and compassion, not about the aspirations of lad-

der-climbing businessmen or political figures. 

Jesus had focusðhe knew what he was all about 

and he didnôt let himself get side-tracked. He 

also had a perspective that allowed him to trust 

God to bring about righteousness and justice in 

the end. Itôs the same thing we pray for every 

Sunday morning in the Lordôs Prayer when we 

say, ñThy kingdom come on earth as it is in 

heaven.ò When I get frustrated over the politics 

of the day or the ñbusiness as usualò policies of 

big corporations, I need to let go of my anger and 

realize that God takes care of things in the end. 

Injustice and corruption will destroy itself; greed 

will destroy itself; only good will survive. 

 

     I may be your pastor, but Iôm still on the 

journey with God just like you. Next time you 

think of me, pray for my patience. 

            With affection, Pastor Carlan  

4244 Mariner Boulevard 

Spring Hill, FL  34609 

(352) 683-4870 

Fax: (352) 683-1013 

E-mail: office@shucc.org 

Website:  www.shucc.org 
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Have you ever walked over to the circu-

lar garden on the north side of the 
Sanctuary?  Well, if you do you will see 
a lovely garden.  It is a memorial gar-

den for Maya Wolter, the daughter of 
our previous Minister, Dwight Wolter.  
This garden is lovingly cared for by 

Pearle Saalborn.  She gets a little help 
from some friends, but she is the rock 

behind this garden.  You can find her 
there at odd times pulling weeds, wa-
tering, adding mulch and replacing 

worn out plants or adding new ones.  
Pearle is also a member of the Praise 
Team and the choir, a special member 

since she is a soloist, where she brings 
tears to the eyes of the rest of us with 

the beautiful renditions of her songs.  
She is a soloist for different local or-
ganizations and is a producer/director 

of many of the Brookridge Extravagan-
zas which I and many other members 

of the church have had the opportunity 
of enjoying.  Along with that, she vol-
unteers for the many fundraisers that 

we put on during the year, especially 

taking over the kitchen for our Rum-

mage Sales.  The most striking aspect of 
Pearle is her loving attitude to our 
church family.  She is always there with 

a kiss and a hug.  
 
Pearle happens to be married to Otto 

Saalborn, who you will find in back of 
the Sanctuary with earphones at Sunday  

 Worship, Concerts, Weddings, Funerals 
or any time there is need for recording.  
He also makes up CDõs of these re-

cordings.  The loving attitude must be an 
integral part of the Saalborn family be-
cause Otto is always so even tempered 

and loving, as well as his wife.  Otto is 
also an excellent photographer and has 

exhibited in the Art Shows that we have 
held with some of our concerts.  I can 
say equivocally that the Saalborns are a 

very important and loving part of our 
church family.  I wish I had more space 

because I could say more about them 
but space is limited.  Thank you, Pearle 
and Otto Saalborn!  

Gail Ballan, Moderator  

SERVING IN JUNE  
 

        Deacon of  the Month:     Meredith Suld     Head Usher:    Roge Mihalus 

                              Greeters:    Johanna Georgeff, Andrea Gleason     

  Door Greeter & Offering:    Paul & Kathy Fate   
          Ushers:     Dick Mattson   

       Bruce McElroy    

       Bob Pierson    

       Alan Thompson         

                 Liturgist:   Ed Lewis          

                   Acolyte:   (Alternating for the month of June) 

       Michelle Barlowe,  Ryan Bradley   

MODERATOR½S CORNER 

He didn't tell me how to live; he lived, and let me watch him do it. 
Fathers Day Quote by: Clarence Budington Kelland 
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Evangelism ï I was in a gift shop recently and saw a sign that made me stop and stare. The 

sign said ñTo keep your faith, share it with others.ò The friend that was with me had seen the 

saying before, but I had not, and it moved me because I realized itôs the truth. Every time I tell 

a story about how my faith helped me, or how it was strengthened by answered prayer, I am 

more convinced than ever of the goodness and love of an Almighty God. When was the last 

time someone shared their story of faith with you? Itôs like saying ñlove wasnôt put in your 

heart to stay; love isnôt love ótil you give it away.ò Hereôs the beauty of it, every time you 

share your love and faith, it can grow and become stronger. It is the hope of the Evangelism 

team, that every time we share our faith and our love with the visitorsô gift bags, we all grow 

in love and faith both. During the month of April, we distributed 31 gift bags, and 15 of those 

were given out on Easter Sunday! As always, it is a team effort, and many thank yous to all 

those who help us decorate, distribute and fill the bags with words of love and faith and a deli-

cious loaf of pumpkin bread! If you are interested in becoming a part of this team, please con-

tact Lynne Carver at 592-1043, and you might be able to become a ñbag ladyò! ( or bag gen-

tleman!).  May God grant you an opportunity to share your faith and your love every day.    

Lynne Carver, Team Leader 

EVANGELISM 

Finance Update for General Fund  

                                           April 2011                YTD 
                       Incomeéééé..$ 18,594  $ 69,935  

                       Expensesééé...$ 20,425  $ 76,756 

                              FOOTSTEPS TO SCHOOL SNEAKER PROJECT 

                                               SHOES FOR NEEDY KIDS 
 

A big heartfelt thanks go the many people who purchased sneakers or donated money for us to 

buy sneakers for this ongoing outreach project. A large variety of styles and sizes of brand new 

sneakers are available to needy children; the shoes are stored in a portable located at Fox 

Chapel School. 
 

On August 22 children will be returning to school and, once again, we would like to purchase 

sneakers and socks for needy children in the University of Florida Nurturing Program and any 

specific homeless child in need. Names, ages, and sizes will be given to us by the UF Hernando 

County parent educators or Shanika Figueroa, homeless student liaison for the Hernando 

County School Board.  A display board will be posted in the Narthex the end of July and will 

remain until school starts. You will be invited to pick a name of a specific child and asked to 

purchase that child a pair of sneakers and a package of socks, or you could make a monetary 

donation and we, the sub-committee, will do the shopping. Watch for more specifics in the July 

newsletter. 

Linda Bixby, Joann and Bob Edmonds: Sneaker Project Coordinators. 



community and in the individual.  The 

power of his resurrection is more than a 

power of ecstasy and miracle; it produces 

a new creation.  The Spirit opens up for 

the believer the way to the saving action of 

God in Christ.  He does this not as a 

magic power which man cannot resist; he 

creates the possibility of manõs replying 

with a responsible and conscious affirma-

tive.  He gives him, through the knowl-

edge of the crucified Christ, the realiza-

tion that in Jesus Christ God acted for 

him.  The Spirit gives faith in the cross 

and resurrection of Christ and gives the 

power to live a life of faith.  He is the 

òspirit of faithó .  The Spirit is not manõs 

own potential, but entirely the gift, the 

power and strength of God.  The Holy 

Spirit, as Godõs Spirit, must be distin-

guished from manõs own spirit, since he is 

the Holy Spirit, free from all sin.  The 

Holy Spirit is always entirely Godõs Spirit 

and is not absorbed into the individual 

spirit of man.  At the same time, Godõs 

spirit can win power and dominion over 

man, so that he becomes manõs inner self, 

so that a man no longer lives by his own 

strength, but by Godõs.ó  

Welcome the indwelling Spirit, 

Meredith Suld, Team Leader 

Since the dedication on Motherõs Day, May 

8th, of twelve newly-created prayer shawls, 

five have already been designated for recipi-

ents.  It is a joy for us as deacons, in consulta-

tion with the pastor, to make these decisions.  

We are grateful for the dedicated workers, 

whose number is increasing, as others are 

drawn to this special ministry. 
 

Holy Communion has been offered recently to 

several homebound parishioners.  Anyone 

wishing to receive this special service is asked 

to notify Marty in the church office. 
 

The congregation will celebrate Holy Com-

munion on Sunday, June 12th, the day of 

Pentecost, which marks the birth of the 

Christian Church. 
 

If you are in need of transportation to worship 

service on Sundays, please inform Marty in 

the church office so that arrangements can be 

made. 
 

Following is an excerpt from The Church, by 

Hans Kung: 
 

òThe Spirit is thus the earthly presence of 

the glorified Lord.  In the Spirit Christ be-

comes Lord of his Church, and in the 

Spirit the resurrected Lord acts both in the 
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DIACONATE MINISTRY 

HAVE YOU REMEMBERED SPRING HILL 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRISTIN YOUR  

ESTATE PLANNING? 

On Sunday, May 15th at a Special Con-

gregational Meeting the Statement of 

Support of Transgender Persons was 

unanimously approved. Thank you for 

your affirmation of our churchôs  

extravagant welcome of all people! 

We would like to start a new 

column  in our newsletter 

DMSHSKDC y.X 4SNQXxq  Would 

you be willing to share your 

personal journey with us?  

Please send to Marty in  

the Church office. 
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June  

BIRTHDAYS:   

6/1 Carly Churpita 6/20 Don MacConnell 

6/2 Janet Kaesemeyer 6/22 Riki Turner 

6/3 Audrey B. Wild 6/23 Deb DiPasquale 

6/4 Marty Kosztyo 6/23 Roge Mihalus 

6/6 Mike Hill  6/24 Jeannie Blake 

6/6 Marylou Pulliam 6/24 Dolores Friel 

6/11 Jill Helgeson 6/24 Jacquie Lewis 

6/14 Helena Brilhart 6/24 Dave Malaby 

6/15 Bob Dixon 6/25 Judy Barker 

6/18 Suzette Schepers 6/27 Amy Petrie 

6/19 Phyllis Heltunen 6/28 Bettie Kluesner 

6/20 Treva Anderson 6/30 Patricia White 
     

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY:  
 6/4 Joe & Deb DiPasquale 

 6/6 Dave & Myrtle Helfers 

 6/7 Howard & Mabel Ellam 

 6/11 Carlan & Jill Helgeson 

 6/15 Horst & Kathy Hackemer 

 6/19 Kevin & Kim West 

 6/21 Bill & Ada Glacy 

 6/22 Gary & Carol VanDenBerg 

 6/24 Bruce & Beverly Gethen 

 6/27 Blair & Roberta Moger 

Please take a moment to wish those listed a  

Happy Birthday or Anniversary!!!  
 If we have missed your Birth-date or Anniversary, please con-

REMEMBER TO SEND YOUR BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS! 

To all our Members and Friends that go North for the Spring/Summerðplease let the 

church office know when you plan to leave and when you plan to return. 
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THREE CHEERS.  The Book Drive was a success-100 books went to East Side Elemen-
tary.  Again and again thank you for the support given to this ministry.  As we pick up a book to 
read this summer we can think of those 100 children who will now have a book of their 
own.  The school expects to put labels in the books indicating this is a gift from Spring Hill 
United Church of Christ.  We pray the children will continue to read thru the years thereby en-
riching their lives and God will bless each of them. 
  

The Back Pack Project will be on hold while the schools are closed for summer vacation.  Each 
Friday one of the teams have gone to the schools to pick up the back packs, taken them to the 
warehouse where they are packed with food, and then returned back to the schools.  It can be 
as long as a 60 mile run.  Members of the teams are Rev. Anthony and Helen D'Angelo; Sue 
and Dick Mattson; Dennis Symbal and Denine Dudek; Annabelle Gibson and Jean Pawlaczyk; 
Marty Hodgkins and Rita VanBeuren (since moved north); Sally Kurrelmeyer and Sue Mason; 
Carol Lohnes and Marty Kosztyo; Pastor Carlan and Jill Helgeson; and permanent substitutes 
Gloria and George Bulau and Pina and Larry Krizan.  Many, many thanks to these teams for 
giving up a morning so children can eat on a week end. 
  

Mission Funds for May were given to the usual monthly recipients OCWMð$100.00 and Habi-
tat for Humanity-$100.00.  Also $500.00 was sent to Strengthen the Church, one of the 5 for 
5 UCC ministries we support, which  helps new and renewing churchesô leadership develop-
ment and youth work. 
  

Gift cards for gas, as well as for several super markets are kept in the church office for those in 
emergency situations.  We may never know the outcome of these situations but we are minis-
tering to people in need as Jesus bade we do.  
 

While there are nine members of the Mission Team that meets monthly, indirectly by the sup-
port of funds, actions, and prayers from the congregation, you all are members of 
the  team.  May God Bless everyone.                                                      Hazel McElroy, Chairperson 
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The following Memorial Gift 

  has recently been received  

and we are grateful to those who 

 remember loved ones in this manner. 
 

James Adbisson 
Shirley ñMaxineò Ney 

 

 

 

HOW YOU CAN HELP  

SAVE OUR PLANET:    

BUY LOCAL  
Consider the amount of pollution created to get your food 

from the farm to your table.   Whenever possible, buy 

from local farmers or farmersô markets, supporting your 

local economy and reducing the amount of  greenhouse 

gas created when products are flown or trucked in. 

GUARDIAN AD LITEM:   Do you want to make a difference in a childôs life and, selfishly, in your 

own life?  Then consider becoming a Guardian ad Litem.  It takes very little to join this most valuable 

program; love of children, time, talent, and basic computer knowledge.  Weôll do all the restð

training is provided by the program.   
 

For further information contact: www.GuardianadLitem.org.  You may also call (352) 754-4226 or 

ask your fellow church member, Gail Calvi-MacConnell how she feels about our program; itôs a very 

rewarding experience. 
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Beverly Bothel (7/26) 

6936 Sparkling Creek Ct. 

Spring Hill, FL  34606 

688-7634 

Kristy Cook (12/4) right 

Pamela Stickles (9/13) left 

4463 Cynthia Lane 

Spring Hill, FL  34606 

688-6025 

Bruce Gethen (4/12) 

Beverly Gethen (4/3) 

8564 Electra Avenue 

Brooksville, FL  34613 

597-2527 

Paul Heltunen (2/23) 

Phyllis Heltunen (6/19) 

8410 Braganza Street 

Spring Hill, FL  34608 

666-5993 

Kenneth Pietarinen(9/28) 

Maureen Pietarinen (5/22) 

3507 Dristol Avenue 

Spring Hill, FL  34609 

988-4519 

Robin OôNan (3/9)   

5339 Roble Avenue 

Spring Hill, FL  34609 

813-787-8340 

Kevin West (1/24) 

Kimberly West (3/9) 

5267 Baldock Avenue 

Spring Hill, FL  34608 

556-3195 

Mary Anna Purello (12/26)   

6623 River Run Boulevard 

Weeki Wachee, FL  34607 

597-3457 

Ray Gomez (10/18)   

4494 Yorkshire Avenue 

Spring Hill, FL  34609 

263-1158 

Sandy Herrick (9/11) 

2049 Cottondale Avenue 

Spring Hill, FL  34608 

232-6651 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

5-29-11 


