
 

I believe God is speaking to me when I have 

a ñgutò feeling that something (good or bad) 

is about to happen.  The kids and I lived near 

a street that had two hospitals within 15 or 16 

blocks of each other and emergency vehicles 

were constantly going up and down the 

street.  After awhile I paid little attention to 

them.  All that changed the night of January 

31, 1968.  The emergency vehicles stopped 

about 6 blocks from the house and I knew at 

that moment that something had happened to 

one of my kids.  My daughter, Cindy, had 

been hit by a car.  My life and the lives of my 

children were to change forever.  Cindy was 

17 years old.  That night Cindy and two other 

kids were crossing the street and almost 

reached the curb when a car came speeding 

down the wrong side of the street.  One of 

the kids jumped out of the way, but it was 

too late for Cindy.  She was hit and dragged 

168 feet (a city block) and was trapped under 

the wheel.  The jaws of life were used to free 

her.  The only good thing that happened that 

night (if you can call it good) was that Cindy 

was unconscious the minute the car hit her.  

Cindy died two days later, on February 2, 

1968.  Her skull was fractured in two places, 

an arm and a leg were broken and she had 

massive internal injuries.  My daughter died 

because the 16 year old brother of her best 

friend was on drugs and decided to get be-

hind the wheel of a car.  Linda, not only lost 

a sister she lost her best friend.   
 

Cindy was a great kid, had a great sense of 

humor (she got that from me), and loved life!  

When you were around her you couldnôt help 

but feel happy.  She was a Girl Scout, mem-

ber of the Catholic Youth Group and pitcher 

on the Lassie League team.  The kids liked to 

tease her and called her ñSamò.  She was 

smart and had a big heart ï she would give 

her money to anyone that needed it.  She 

loved the church and spent a great deal of 

time with her favorite nun.  One night after a 

night of tobogganing the kids came back to 

my house.  Her boyfriend, Frannie, fell asleep 

on the couch and Cindy shaved one of his 

legs.  Cindy and Frannie had a special rela-

tionship, her favorite flower was the rose.  

There didnôt need to be a special occasion for 

him to send her a bouquet of yellow roses.  

On the day of the funeral, he had a blanket of 

red and white roses sent to the funeral home.  

It was so heavy it had to be hung from a door-

way.  Frannieôs mother wrote me (after more 

than 30 years) that he had passed away from a 

brain tumor, at the age of 45.  He never got 

over Cindyôs death and never dated again.   
 

I donôt like to talk about my marriage.  I had 

shared an experience that I had with Pastor 

Carlan, and he suggested that it may help 

someone else.  I finally got tired of the name 

calling and the death threats.  So, on the way 

to work one night, I stopped at my lawyerôs 

office to file divorce papers.  I donôt know 

how my husband knew where I was, but he 

did.  He called me and said ñThey are going to 

find you floating in the riverò.  All I can re-

member of that night was standing at the edge 

of a body of water and starting to walk inéall 

of a sudden I felt a hand on my shoulder.  I 

turned around but there was no one there.   
 

My son, Wayne, lived in Alexandria, Vir-

ginia.  He lived alone and worked from home 

as a CPA. One night around Thanksgiving of 

1998, I was sound asleep when I heard a voice 

say ñI love you momò.  We were notified 

around December 9th that Wayneôs body had 

been found in his apartment.  The autopsy 

showed  he  died   around  Thanksgiving from  
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We have started a new column entitled ñMy Journeyò.   We invite all of our 

members and friends to submit an article of part  of your  personal Journey, to 

be published in  future Outlook editions.   

 

By Fran Dubois 

(Continued on page 2) 
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SERVING IN SEPTEMBER 
 

Deacon of  the Month:    Meredith Suld        

      Head Usher:    Roge Mihalus     

                     Greeters:   Lew Bailey & Tom Harris  

  Door Greeter &  Offering:    Martha Herbert, Gail Smith  

                         Ushers:   Shirley Becker, Linda Bixby, Richard Bixby, Fran Dubois  

                                Liturgist:   Annabelle Gibson (9/11), Andrea Gleason (9/4, 18, 25) 

                      Acolytes:   Amy Petrie  

 CHURCH DIRECTORY (Update)  
 

                 New Address:  
                 Joe Lamborghini 

                 43 Stagecoach Road 

           Durham, NH  03824 
   

My Journey (by Fran Dubois) ðContinued from page 1  
 

complications of diabetes.  He was 45 years old. 
 

I thank God for my kids and the great memories I have.  I wouldnôt trade those memories for a million 

dollars.  I truly believe that no matter how angry you are with God and wish He would get losté..He 

never leaves your side.   
 

As I was writing this, I remembered that shortly after the accident happened, the local T.V. station 

stated that the accident was the first of that year.  How different the news was handled then and now.  

No reporters were at my door sticking a mike in my face.  All they did was call the house and offer 

their condolences.   
 

After everything that happened in my life, never in my wildest imagination would I ever have believed 

the fantastic future that lay ahead.  One of which was the opportunity to work with the White House 

Communication Agency.                                                                     

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SNEAKER DONATIONS  
 

                            Times are hard in Hernando County, the only thing growing faster than poverty is the                                           

                  lack of compassion for those in poverty; but not here at SHUCC. In these times of economic  

                 uncertainty you  opened your hearts and your wallets in response to needy families/children. 

To date forty-seven pairs of shoes and socks were purchased for children returning to school, preschool, and 

some to daycare. The names of the children in need were provided by the University of Floridaôs Nurturing 

Programsô two Hernando County parent educators, Sylvia Torres and Lorraine Lombardo. 

 

The children who participated in our Vacation Bible raised $35.47 to purchase a pair of shoes. Sylvia 

Torres was able to speak to the children about her work with families in poverty and to thank them for the sup-

port they bring to the families, children, and their program. Your generosity is greatly appreciated by the chil-

dren, families, and the Nurturing Program.       Our deepest gratitude: Linda Bixby and Bob & Joann Edmonds. 

      HOW YOU CAN HELP  SAVE OUR PLANET:    
BAN BATHTIME!  Have a no-bath week, and take 

showers instead.  Baths require almost twice as much 

water.  Not only will you reduce water consumption but 

the energy costs associated with heating the water. 
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 Elmaôs on a well-deserved vacation, 
so you will have to endure my write -up 

for her this month. She really needs to 
rest because ----  WOW, September al-

ready! Where has the summer gone? 
With the fall/winter months upon us, 

there will be some beautiful decorations 
to put up in the sanctuary, holiday 

flowers to   order, and lots of activities 

to plan for. Personally, I canôt wait! 
  

 Didnôt you absolutely love the young 
people this summer volunteering as 

Acolytes? Letôs give a big hug and 
thank you to Ryan Bradley, Michelle 

Barlowe, Monique and Chantal Steenk-
amp, Lucas McKnight and Alivia West. 

You are great! Donôt forget what you 
have learned, because you never know 

when Iôll be calling and asking you 
again.  

 

 I also want to thank all of our volun-
teers who greet at our outside and in-

side doors, usher, serve as Liturgist, 
and as Acolytes for our church. You are 

the ones who are on the front line. You 
are the members and supporters who 

extend our first "Good Morning" with 
smiles and hugs to our congregation 

and our visitors. We the Worship Team 

cannot tell you in words how much you 
are appreciated. But you are!  

 
 If you havenôt let me know that you 

want to be called to serve on Sundays 
as one of our welcoming crew, please 

contact me at 596 -6489. We'd love to 
have you aboard.   See you on Sundays!  

 
Love and Blessings and Hugs,   

Gail King  
(filling in for Elma Adams, Chairperson)  

Did you ever notice the decorations and attachments on every gift bag that is given out to the 

first time visitors at the beginning of worship service? Well, not only are the bags different 

colors, with different decorations, but there is a bible verse card attached to each one. If you 

think that you would like to help out in decorating and distributing these bags, we would love 

to have you join our Evangelism Team. We try to make certain that new visitors are given gift 

bags, and that the new membersô classes and reception are a warm and especially welcoming 

experience.  As of August 15, of this year, your Evangelism team has distributed 161 bags to 

first time visitors to our worship service. If you would like to become a part of the Evangelism 

Team please call Lynne Carver at 592-1043 or Gail Smith at 666-4728. We would love to have 

you join us in our welcoming activities!                                           Lynne Carver, Team Leader 

EVANGELISM 

The Hook- N- Needle Gang will start meeting  on Wednesday, September 7th at 
12:00 noon.  We are looking for new gang members.  Bring whatever youõre 
working on or learn something new.  Stop in for a visit and a little laughter!  
Call Carol Valerio or Jill Helgeson for more information. 

 

 WORSHIP TEAM  



should not be left to sit alone either in 

worship or at fellowship hour.  We can 
enlarge our circle of friends by making it 
a point to include them in our fellow-

ship.  
 
The following is an excerpt from God in 

Search of Man , by Abraham Joshua 
Heschel:  

òAwe is a way of being in rapport with 
the mystery of all reality.  The awe 
that we sense or ought to sense when 

standing in the presence of a human 
being is a moment of intuition for the 
likeness of God which is concealed in 

his essence.  Not only man; even in-
animate things stand in a relation to 

the Creator.  The secret of every being 
is the divine care and concern that 
are invested in it.  Something sacred 

is at stake in every event.  
Awe is an intuition for the creaturely 

dignity of all things and their pre-
ciousness to God; a realization that 
things not only are what they are but 

also stand, however remotely, for 
something absolute.  Awe is a sense 
for the transcendence, for the refer-

ence everywhere to him is beyond all 
things.  It is an insight better con-

veyed in attitudes than in words.  The 
more eager we are to express it, the 
less remains of it.ó 

Shalom, Meredith Suld, Team Leader  

During these summer months when 

church activities are somewhat reduced, 
deacons continue to keep in touch with 
those who are unable to attend church 

events.  Some of those who are visited 
regularly have expressed the wish that the 
church family would occasionally send 

them a word of greeting and encourage-
ment.  It is important that they are re-

membered and made to feel a part of the 
wider faith community.  
 

The Prayer shawl ministry continues.  
Faithful knitters keep busy, so that there 
is a generous supply of shawls ready to be 

presented.  We are pleased to inform you 
that, to date, thirty -one shawls have been 

given.  These gifts of love are doubly ap-
preciated, by the deacons who have the 
joy of presenting them, and by the de-

lighted recipients.  
 

Several deacons are prepared to adminis-
ter Holy Communion at home to those 
who wish it.  Please call the church office 

to make arrangements.  
 
The next celebration of Holy Communion 

will be World Communion Sunday on Oc-
tober 2 nd .  

 
At our recent diaconate meeting we were 
reminded of the need to be alert to make 

newcomers feel at home with us.  They 
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DIACONATE MINISTRY 

GUARDIAN AD LITEM:  Do you want to make a differ-
ence in a childôs life and, selfishly, in your own life?  
Then consider becoming a Guardian ad Litem.  It takes 
very little to join this most valuable program; love of chil-
dren, time, talent, and basic computer knowledge.  Weôll 
do all the restðtraining is provided by the program.   For 
further information contact: www.GuardianadLitem.org.  
You may also call (352) 754-4226 or ask your fellow 
church member, Gail Calvi-MacConnell how she feels 
about our program; itôs a very rewarding experience. 

UCC CELEBRATE FLORIDA NEWSLETTER: 
http://www.uccfla.org/docs/CF%20%20August-

September%202011.pdf  
 

SPECIAL SYNOD 28 NEWSLETTER            
ADDITION: 

http://www.uccfla.org/docs/CF%20Special%
20Synod%20Edition%20August-September%

202011.pdf 

http://www.uccfla.org/docs/CF%20%20August-September%202011.pdf
http://www.uccfla.org/docs/CF%20%20August-September%202011.pdf
http://www.uccfla.org/docs/CF%20Special%20Synod%20Edition%20August-September%202011.pdf
http://www.uccfla.org/docs/CF%20Special%20Synod%20Edition%20August-September%202011.pdf
http://www.uccfla.org/docs/CF%20Special%20Synod%20Edition%20August-September%202011.pdf
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SEPTEMBER 

BIRTHDAYS:   
 

9/1 Maxine Calise  9/16 Bill Glacy 

9/1 Vera Werthwein  9/16 Sue Mattson 

9/2 Cleta Wheeler  9/18 Matthew Goldrick 

9/4 Linda Schrader  9/18 Paulette Hess 

9/5 Irene Hurst  9/20 Mary Jane Kowalke 

9/5 JoAnn Rossi  9/20 Reed Otto 

9/6 Maureen Price  9/22 Loretta Bealer 

9/7 Gerri Campbell  9/24 Jean Pawlaczyk 

9/9 Gwen Mahon  9/27 Mary Tout 

9/11 Sandy Herrick  9/27 Louise Voscinar 

9/12 Carol Maas  9/28 Ken Pietarinen 

9/13 Pam Stickles  9/28 Beverly Stephens 
    

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY:  
 

9/3 George & Gloria Bulau 

9/4 Eldon & Ellen Niemann 

9/6 Bruce & Hazel McElroy 

9/8 Michael & Gladys Quinn 

9/10 Herman & Sally Kurrelmeyer 

9/13 Marty Kosztyo & Jacquie Lewis 

9/16 Allen & Amy Petrie 

9/16 Bob & Carol Maas 

9/16 Harold & Irene Hurst 

9/17 Roge & Marlene Mihalus 

9/19 Pat & Annie Scott 

  9/20 Dave & Loretta Malaby 

Please take a moment to wish those listed a  

Happy Birthday or Anniversary!!!  
 If we have missed your Birth-date or Anniversary, please contact the  

church office so we can update our records. 

REMEMBER TO SEND YOUR 

BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS! 

HAVE YOU REMEMBERED SPRING HILL  

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST IN YOUR  

ESTATE PLANNING? 
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Many thanks to Al Thompson for his management of the Script Cards which funds the Commu-
nity Service Project.  Over the last few months we have helped pay electric bills for four families, 
bought uniforms for two children so they can start school, and purchased medication for a 
mother.  One of the families helped had a mother and son existing on a $600+ disability check 
out of which she pays $400.00 rent.  The son was to start a job within a few days.  Another fam-
ily had a husband walk out leaving them  with no funds.  The electricity was to be shut off even 
as the mother  tried to get some financial help for herself and the children.  
  

With regard to the Mission Funds, in addition to the usual monthly donations,  we have sent 
checks in the amount of $300.00 to People Helping People who help feed the needy on the 
west side of the county, and  to NAMI who reaches out to  those with mental illness and their 
families.   
  

It is most appreciated for the success of the recent sneaker drive for which there is an article on 
page 2 of this issue of Outlook.  In addition to the receipts for that drive,  we now have other 
sneakers and cash on hand to respond to more needs from the Board of Education Liaison for 
the Homeless. 
  

The Back Pack project is now being reorganized so we are ready when the distribution starts up 
sometime in September.  Several of our teams cannot continue with this ministry, thus we are 
seeking new people to help with the deliveries.  If anyone would like to know more about this 
work and are free at least one Friday morning a month, call Hazel McElroy at 597-2437. 
  

Thanks to all who continue to support the Mission outreach with donations and prayers.  In fu-
ture issues of Outlook and in the Sunday bulletins look for updates on our ministry.   

 Hazel McElroy, Mission Team chairperson 
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     Women at the Well: A Womenôs Weekly Study Group 

                          Beginning Tuesday, September 13, 2011 

                                      10:00 a.m.  ï 11:30 a.m. 

                                      Fellowship Hall Library 
 

Jesus says to the woman at the well, ñéwhoever drinks of the water that I shall give him 

will never thirstéò  The woman responds, ñSir, give me this water that I may not thirstéò 

John 4. 
 

As Christians we all desire a deeper and more meaningful relationship with God, and thirst 

for this ñliving water.ò But, too often, we feel like we never quite made it to the well, or per-

haps we got there, but found we had no bucket, or we let down our buckets only to find them coming up empty 

or with hardly a drop of this living water, so we walk away discouraged and unquenched.  There are guides 

and tools that can help us to get to the well and to discern the signs of ñliving waterò that is all around us. I in-

vite all women to join me on Tuesday mornings as we explore a variety of the time honored spiritual disci-

plines. Each week we will focus on a particular discipline- such as: The inward disciplines of meditation, 

prayer, fasting, and study; the outward disciplines of simplicity, solitude, submission, and service; the corpo-

rate disciplines of confession, guidance, celebration, and worship. A chosen excerpt from a particular spiritual 

master (author) from the ñSpiritual Classicsò will be read.  The reading will include an appropriate Bible pas-

sage followed by discussion questions and suggested individual/group exercises. 
 

Bring a Bible, notebook, pen/pencil, and an open heart, water buckets not needed: God will provide!  For more 

information you can contact Linda Bixby at 352-200-8249. 

Leader: Linda Bixby, UCC Christian Education Specialist. 
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         The Hernando County 
           affiliate of the National      

 Alliance for Mental Ill-
ness, NAMI Hernando is having their 
second annual "Starry Starry Night" din-
ner dance on Sept. 17th at the Palace 
Grande on Route 19.   This is a fundraiser, 
and they are inviting all of the commu-
nity to come and share good food, music, 
friendship and an excellent silent auc-
tion. NAMI is educating, supporting and 
advocating for those in our community 
that have brain disease, from ADHD to 
bipolar and all the other brain diseases 
which affects 4 of 5 families. NAMI ser-
vices are unduplicated and are an offi-
cial non profit; meeting the standards of 
the federal government and our state. A 
table can be waiting for those that  
would like to join us, either through spon-
sorship or ticket sales.   Dress  up and eat 
and dance the night away with us. Judy 
Thompson, President NAMI Herandno 
352-544 -0352  

 SAFE AND WELL LIST    
 

If you have been affected by a disaster, this website provides a way for you to register yourself as 
ñsafe and wellò.  From a list of standard messages, you can select those that you want to communi-
cate to your family members, letting them know of your well -being.  
 

Concerned family and friends can search the list of those who have registered themselves as ñSafe 
and Wellò.   
 

To access the Safe and Well program call 1-866-GET-INFO or go to the American Red Cross website 
at www.redcross.org and click on the Safe & Well List , then click on the List Myself as Safe and 
Well. 

IN HONOR OF OUR  
CO-WORKER,  

THE REVEREND  
ANTHONY D'ANGELO  
  

The Mission Team is  
donating to HeartFELT, the organiza-
tion that sponsors the Back Pack 
Project, $100.00 in honor of Rev. An-
thony D'Angelo.  He, along with his 
wife Helen, were one of the teams 
that made the trips to schools af-
ter putting the food in the back 
packs this past year.  Also, several 
years ago he was a member of the 
Mission Team, specifically handling 
the Community Services when we 
were giving gas gift cards to those 
who sought out help.    We always 
appreciated his giving time to the 
Mission Ministry despite his busy 
schedule.  We will miss him. 

Spring Hill UCC will be changing e-mail providers this 
fall, which means we will have to change our e-mail   

addresses.  We will notify everyone when it happens.   
Hopefully all will go smoothly! 

http://www.redcross.org/
http://www.redcross.org/
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The following Memorial Gifts have recently been received and we are grateful to those who 

remember friends and loved ones in this manner. 
 

 

ñPeace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your  
hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid." ï John 14:27  

 

September 11, 2011 will mark ten years since the tragedy of 9/11.  This event took the lives 

of many and shook the consciousness of our nation and world.  To assist churches in mark-

ing this anniversary the United Church of Christ has assembled a collection of documents 

and resources for reflection, worship, and education.   We invite you to use these resources 

to create safe and worshipful space to mark 9/11.  We hope these resources prove helpful 

for meeting people wherever they are along the journey of memory and hope.   
_______________________________________________ 

 http://www.ucc.org/911remembrance 

Rev. Anthony DôAngelo 

Bruce & Judy Barker (Stained Glass Fund) 

George & Gloria Bulau (Stained Glass Fund) 

Martha Herbert (Stained Glass Fund) 

Eldon & Ellen Niemann (HeartFELT Program) 

Beverly Stephens (Stained Glass Program) 

 

Paula Gerding 
Pastor Carlan & Jill Helgeson 

 

Roy Goodwin 

Elma Adams 

Maureen Battaglia 

Mary Bondegard 

Kay Fuoss 

Pastor Carlan & Jill Helgeson 

Audrey B. Wild 
 

 

Henry Herzog 

Pastor Carlan & Jill Helgeson 

Paul & Kathy Fate 
 

Priscilla Jackson 
Jackson Family (Stained Glass Fund) 

 

Jill Jelen 

Paul & Kathy Fate 
 

Jack Schuster 

Elma Adams 

Paul & Kathy Fate 
 

Terri Warren  

Elma Adams 

George & Gloria Bulau 

Lucille & Bill Clark 


